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autocratic countnes; the cause is to be found in the last two of the four safeguards which have been mentioned, the parliamentary critic in the House, and the parliamentary chief in the office In other words, adrnmistiative questions cannot be considered m a purely dry light; they must be viewed in a political light. And it is an essential part the skill of an experienced civil servant to feel how a measure will represent itself to the vision of Parliament, and with what modifications it may -be made acceptable. The machine is continually up against the living forces of opinion, which, despite all party discipline, make themselves felt in the House of Commons, and since the members of the Civil Service are obliged to fuinish answers to parliamentary questions and apologies foi departmental action to their parliamentary chiefs, they acquire a wide kind of political education, tending perhaps towards a certain spiiit of caution or even timidity, but based upon a close apprehension of the views, prejudices, and aspirations of the country.
In the Gown Colonies, and moie paiticukrly in India, the spirit of the administration is widely different. Here the administration is the Government, and nothing else particularly matters. Questions, indeed, may be asked in London about Indian affairs, but nobody id particulaily interested in them, and the Indian Budget night is notoriously regarded as one of the least interesting occasions of the session. The affairs of India aie in the hands of the Government of India, they are managed by the Viceroy and his Council, and by the Governors and Lieutenant-Governors of the several provinces acting thiough the various branches of the Indian Public Services. Proposals may come from the Indian Government to London, and be vetoed by the Imperial Government The large lines of Indian policy may be shaped by a Secretary of State in the India Office; and a powerful Secretary of State may make his influence felt very strongly on the direction of Indian affairs, if he encounters no serious opposition from the Government of India. But, in reality, the last word lies with Indian official opinion, in the sense that a measure would not be forced upon India against the united opposition of the Indian bureaucracy,